
Sacred Heart, Ronan 
Immaculate Conception, Polson 

St. Joseph Mission, Charlo 
 

Parish Office 
PO Box 1477  Polson, MT  59860 

Phone:  406-883-2506 
Email:  lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com 
Website:  www.lakecountyromancatholic.org 

 
This week’s office hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday 2-5 pm; Wednesday & Friday 10 am-12 pm 

Healing of the Blind Man 
Carl Bloch (1834-1890) 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday 
Immaculate Conception at 11:00 am 

Confessions are available at 10:00 am 
 

March 19 
Celebrant: Fr. Steve Lantry, SJ 

 
March 26 

Celebrant: Fr. John Robertson 
 

No weekday Masses available until further notice. 
 

*  *  * 
Mass times for other locations nearby: 

 
St. Ignatius Mission at 9:00 am & 5:00 pm on Sundays 

 
St. John Paul II at 4:30 pm on Saturdays; 

8:30 am & 10:30 am on Sundays 

Laetare Sunday 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

19 March 2023 

Laetare Sunday 

The fourth, or middle, Sunday of Lent, so called from the 
first words of the Introit at Mass, "Laetare Jerusalem" — 
"Rejoice, O Jerusalem". During the first six or seven 
centuries the season of Lent commenced on the Sunday 
following Quinquagesima, and thus comprised only thirty
-six fasting days. To these were afterwards added the four 
days preceding the first Sunday, in order to make up the 
forty days' fast, and one of the earliest liturgical notices of 
these extra days occurs in the special Gospels assigned to 
them in a Toulon manuscript of 714.  

Strictly speaking, the Thursday before Laetare Sunday is 
the middle day of Lent, and it was at one time observed as 
such, but afterwards the special signs of joy permitted on 
this day, intended to encourage the faithful in their course 
through the season of penance, were transferred to the 
Sunday following. They consist of (like those of Gaudete 
Sunday in Advent) in the use of flowers on the altar, and 
of the organ at Mass and Vespers; rose-coloured 
vestments also allowed instead of purple, and 
the deacon and subdeacon wear dalmatics, instead of 
folded chasubles as on the other Sundays of Lent.  

The contrast between Laetare and the other Sundays is 
thus emphasized, and is emblematical of the joys of this 
life, restrained rejoicing mingled with a certain amount of 
sadness. The station at Rome was on this day made at 
the church of S. Croce in Gerusalemme, one of the seven 
chief basilicas; the Golden Rose, sent by 
the popes to Catholic sovereigns, used to be blessed at 
this time, and for this reason the day was sometimes 
called "Dominica de Rosa".  

Other names applied to it were Refreshment Sunday, or 
the Sunday of the Five Loaves, from a miracle recorded in 
the Gospel; Mid-Lent, mi-carême, or mediana; and 
Mothering Sunday, in allusion to the Epistle, which 
indicates our right to be called the sons of God as the 
source of all our joy, and also because formerly the 
faithful used to make their offerings in the cathedral or 
mother-church on this day. This latter name is still kept 
up in some remote parts of England, though the reason 
for it has ceased to exist. 

Reference: NewAdvent.org 

A special collection for Catholic 
Relief Services will be taken on 
March 19th. Envelopes can be 
found by entrance next to the 
collection basket. 

Catholic Relief Services carries out the commitment of the Bishops 
of the United States to assist the poor and vulnerable overseas. We 
are motivated by the Gospel of Jesus Christ to cherish, preserve 
and uphold the sacredness and dignity of all human life, foster 
charity and justice, and embody Catholic social and moral teaching 
as we act to: 

PROMOTE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT by responding to major 
emergencies, fighting disease and poverty, and nurturing peaceful 
and just societies; and, 

SERVE CATHOLICS IN THE UNITED STATES as they live their faith in 
solidarity with their brothers and sisters around the world. 

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08344a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12614a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05789c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14335a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09152a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06394b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01165a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06394b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01165a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11297a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04647c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14320a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03639a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03041a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02325a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03449a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07131b.htm


Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 

Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, 
Vicki Weiss, Jason Avison, Floyd Smith, Nash Niemeyer, Richard Call, Teresa Cullis, Bud Cheff, Jr, Betty McMillen, Donna Radtke, 

Barbara Morin.  
 

Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 
individuals wish to be publicly identified.   

 
Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without 

ceasing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 
 

The Holy Father’s prayer intention for March 
 

For victims of abuse: We pray for those who have suffered harm from members of the Church; may they find within the 

Church herself a concrete response to their pain and suffering. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Shae Bills, Lane Buus, John Cooney, Riley Helgoe, Alex Olmes, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Deacon Kyle Tannehill, Carter Anderson, 

Matt Keck, Anthony Olmes, Jack Peed, James Semling, and Kaleb Mitchell. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Entrance:  

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.  
Be joyful, all who were in mourning;  
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.  

Collect:  

O God, who through your Word  
reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful 
way,  
grant, we pray,  
that with prompt devotion and eager faith  
the Christian people may hasten  
toward the solemn celebrations to come.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever  

Readings:  

First Reading: 1 Sm 16:1,6-7,10-1  
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 23:1-3a,3b-4,5,6  
   R./ The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want.  
Second Reading: Eph 5:8-14  
Verse before the Gospel: John 8:12  
Gospel: Jn 9:1-41 or Jn 9:1,6-9,13-17,34-38  

Catechism of the Catholic Church:  

When St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God, Jesus declared to him that this revela-
tion did not come "from flesh and blood", but from "my 
Father who is in heaven". Faith is a gift of God, a super-
natural virtue infused by him. "Before this faith can be 
exercised, man must have the grace of God to move and 
assist him; he must have the interior helps of the Holy 
Spirit, who moves the heart and converts it to God, who 
opens the eyes of the mind and 'makes it easy for all to 
accept and believe the truth.'" (CCC 153)  

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as 
oats, flour and rice.  Clients tend to prefer healthy options 
for food that are not so loaded with sugar.  The Food 
Pantry will also accept money donations as well. 
Charitable donations may be left in the basket at the 
entrance of the church.  

“Warmies® Plush are fully 
microwavable to provide 
hours of soothing warmth 
and comfort.  
...Curly Bear Warmies [are] 
scented with real dried 
French lavender and 
perfectly weighted for a 
positive sensory 

experience.” 

Mama Bear Mission* ministers to mothers who have experienced the 
loss of a child, and supplies them with prayer cards. Additionally, 
Project Genevieve supplies local hospitals and clinics with care 
packages (see image above) for grieving mothers. If you would like to 
assist with these community projects, please contact Gretchen at: 

406-901-8980 or mamabearmission@gmail.com. 

*Please note that this is not a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and donations are not tax-deductible. 

A special “thank you!” to all who have 
volunteered to help serve and bring food for our 

recent funeral luncheons! You have blessed so 
many through your generosity! 

God bless each of you! 

 

 The family of Giada Santorno would like to give a big 

thank you to our parish for helping her complete her 

goals to be able to go on the mission trip to 

Guatemala. You are truly a blessing to others. 



Guardian Angel Prayer 

Angel of God, my guardian dear, 

To whom God’s love commits me here, 

Ever this day be at my side 

To light and guard, to rule and guide. 

 
Amen. 

Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$106,165 of $175,000 (61%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$22,693 of $44,500 (51%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

Retrouvaille 
A Lifeline for Married 

Couples 
HelpOurMarriage.org 

If you have information to be submitted in 
the bulletin, please contact the parish office 
by Wednesday morning before the printing 
of the next bulletin. Thank you! 

Stations of the Cross 
Offered every Friday during Lent at 6:00 pm 

at Immaculate Conception & St. Joseph Mission 

Fish Fry 
 

Served each Friday of Lent after Stations 

of the Cross at Immaculate Conception. 

Sides of coleslaw and clam chowder! 

Adult: $10 | Child: $8 | Families pay no more than $25 

Last week’s question... 
How many Stations of the Cross are there? 

(Bonus points if you can list them all!  
Extra credit if you can list them in order!) 

Below are the Stations of the Cross, in order: 

1. Jesus is condemned to death. 

2. Jesus bears his cross. 

3. Jesus falls the first time. 
4. Jesus meets his mother. 

5. Simon of Cyrene is made to help bear the cross. 

6. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus. 

7. Jesus falls the second time. 
8. The women of Jerusalem weep for Jesus. 

9. Jesus falls the third time. 

10. Jesus is stripped of his garments. 

11. Jesus is nailed to the cross. 
12. Jesus dies on the cross. 

13. Jesus is taken down from the cross. 

14. Jesus is placed in the sepulcher. 

 

What prayer of the Mass is omitted during Lent? 
See next week’s bulletin for the answer! 

Chrism Mass Invitation 

 
The Faithful of the Diocese of Helena 

are invited to attend Chrism Mass at the 

Cathedral of St. Helena which will take 

place at Noon on Tuesday, March 28, 

2023. 

 

The Chrism Mass is a special celebration in the 

liturgical life of the Church in the Diocese of 

Helena. Bishop Vetter will bless the Holy Oils for 

use in the coming year and priests of the diocese 

will renew their priestly promises. 

 

The Oil of the Sick is used in Sacrament of the Sick 

to bring the strengthening and healing power of 

Christ who is at work in the Church by the action of 

the Holy Spirit. The Oil of Catechumens is used at 

Baptism, to strengthen (with wisdom and courage 

to live the Gospel) and purify candidates (from 

original sin) before baptizing with water. The Oil of 

Chrism, or Sacred Chrism, is a mixture of olive oil 

and balsam fragrance used just after Baptism, and 

to seal candidates for Confirmation. It is also used 

to anoint the hands of priests and the heads of 

bishops at Ordination.  

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 

Diocese OF Helena 

The Annunciation of the Lord: March 25th 



March 16, 2023 
 
 
 

 

Mission Valley Choral Society Palm Sunday Weekend Concerts 
 
Mission Valley Choral Society Director Christian Bumgarner is directing his last concerts in Montana 
on Palm Sunday weekend — 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 1, at the Mission in St. 
Ignatius and 4 p.m. Sunday, April 2, at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Polson. 

 
Christian, with Karla Gallatin as accompanist, will lead the choir in 10 varied musical selections 
from “Ave Maria” to a medley from “Les Miserables..” A meal will be served immediately following 
the Sunday concert in the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church basement. 

 
The 90-minute concerts are free and welcoming to all. Free-will offerings will be taken at each 
concert. Saturday’s donations help the choir with music expense; and donations from the Sunday 
concert and meal will support Helping Hands of Mission Valley. 

 
In his 35 years of directing choirs in the valley, Christian has led six choirs and founded three. He 
has either sung in or directed the Mission Valley Choral Society for about 30 years. Christian and 
his wife Viktra are leaving Polson in May to live in Idaho closer to grandchildren. 

 

For information contact Valerie Lindstrom at 406-261-3304. 

Holy Week 2023 
Palm Sunday Mass: April 2nd – 11:00 am 

Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: April 6th – 6:00 pm 
Good Friday Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion: April 7th – 6:00 pm 

Easter Vigil Mass: April 8th – 9:00 pm 
Easter Sunday Mass: April 9th – 11:00 am 

 

*All Holy Week services will be held at Immaculate Conception 


